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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

The MDC National Council met at the 
party’s headquarters, Harvest House 
in Harare last week and came up with 
a number of resolutions as the party 
gears itself for the referendum this year 
and national elections to be held next 
year. 

In resolutions passed after the meeting, 
the National Council said the entire 
Zimbabwean population and all other 
democratic forces look to the MDC as 
the central engine to bring real change 
in Zimbabwe.

The Council castigated Zanu PF’s 
insincerity, lack of paradigm shift 
and its insatiable appetite for power 
manifested by its decisive power 
retention agenda bordering on creating 
an atmosphere of pandemonium, panic 
and uncertainty in the body politick of 
Zimbabwe.

The Council hauled over the coals 
the humourless Zanu PF and Robert 
Mugabe’s statements calling for 
elections in 2012 regardless of the 
enactment of a new Constitution and 
the actualisation of the Roadmap to 
a free, fair, credible and legitimate 
election.

“There is need for the Zimbabwe 
parties to adhere to the people’s 
checklist for a sustainable election 
as set in Conditions for a Sustainable 
Election (CoSEZ) which was launched 
in Harare in March,” the Council noted.

Issues included in CoSEZ are; the 
implementation of the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA), the implementation 
of the post-Maputo resolutions and the 
roadmap to holding free and fair elections.

CoSEZ also calls for the completion of 
the Constitution-making process and 
holding a referendum before going for 
elections, strengthening the oversight role 
of Constitutional Commissions, the right 
to freedom of association, assembly and 
movement, amendments to the Electoral 
Law,  the staffing of the Zimbabwe 
Electoral Commission and a new and 
clean voters’ roll. 

“The Party reaffirms its earlier resolutions 
that elections in Zimbabwe cannot and 
will not be called for unilaterally by one 
person or one party and that the election 
in Zimbabwe will not be date driven but 
process driven.  

“The Party restates that the date for the 
next election will only be determined after 
the fulfilment of all the conditions defined 
in the roadmap and the Party notes that 
any election which does not meet the 
above conditions will be a sham election,” 
said the Council.

The Council said it noted with great 
concern the upsurge in politically 
motivated violence and the closure of 
democratic space.

“We are disturbed by the continued 
closure of democratic space in Zimbabwe 
characterised arbitrary and wanton 

arrests of MDC activists, the resurgence 
of politically motivated violence against 
MDC members in Sanyati, Mbare, 
Sunningdale and Zaka and the setting up 
of a base at Kasirisiri in Sanyati.

“In addition, the Party notes that in March 
alone over 63 people were arrested, 
assaulted or severely harassed by Zanu 
PF, its infamy Chipangano hoodlums and 
its complicity criminal justice system,” 
the Council said.

It also expressed deep concern over 
the continued unlawful and politically 
motivated incarceration of the MDC 
Youth Assembly Chairperson Solomon 
Madzore, National Executive Member 
Last Maengahama and 27 other MDC 
members on false charges of murdering 
a police officer in Glen View, Harare last 
year.

“The Party therefore, demands the 
immediate release of arrested cadres and 
in any event demands the expeditious due 
process with regards to those that have 
been arrested”. 

The Council condemned Zanu PF’s Tendai 
Savanhu and the political godfather of 
Mbare’s Chipangano terror for making 
racial statements that he intends to 
eliminate all white people in Zimbabwe.

“The MDC calls for the prosecution of all 
those responsible for politically motivated 
violence in accordance with the GPA”.

The Council expressed disgust over the 

proclamation by Saviour Kasukuwere, 
the Minister of Youth Development, 
Indigenisation and Empowerment that 
with immediate effect, 51 percent of all 
shareholding in mining companies was 
now vested in the State.

“These are Zanu PF’s machinations 
of asset stripping, looting, patronage, 
clientelism, corruption and self-
aggrandizement euphemistically 
referred to as indigenisation and 
empowerment.  We are aware of Zanu 
PF’s enthusiasm for destruction and its 
manoeuvres to destroy the Zimbabwe 
economy through this programme of 
indigenization and empowerment.

MDC National Council reprimands Zanu PF

Thousands of people converged at Glen 
Forest Cemetery in Harare to pay their 
last respects to Dr. Tichaona Augustus 
Mudzingwa.

Dr Mudzingwa was the Deputy Minister 
of Transport and Infrastructural 
Development, a fighter in Zimbabwe’s 
liberation struggle, the interim Vice 
President of the MDC when it was 
formed in 1999 and a former member 
of the MDC National Executive.

He was 69 and died last week at the 
Avenues Clinic in Harare after a short 
illness.

Speaking at the burial, President 
Tsvangirai said Dr Mudzingwa was 
an iconic figure not only during the 
liberation struggle but for a new 
Zimbabwe which has true democracy 
and real change. 

He said it was shocking that the late 
Dr Mudzingwa had not been granted 
national heroes status considering 
how he had fought and scarified for 
Zimbabwe’s independence.

“He earned liberation war credentials.  
However, the problem in Zimbabwe is 
that of a political culture which says if 
you belong to a different party you are 
an enemy; that we should all have one 
mindset. That is the political culture 
we need to change.  Fighting for the 
people’s freedom should be a permanent 
value,” said President Tsvangirai.

He said it was Dr Mudzingwa and other 
war veterans who were at the forefront 
during the formation of the MDC.

“If it was not for these war veterans, the 
MDC would not be where it is today.  
However, it is sad to note that these war 
veterans are now being treated as pariah 
because they differed with someone.
“What we need in Zimbabwe is a new 

Zimbabwe with a new thinking,” said 
President Tsvangirai. He said for him, in 
Dr Mudzingwa he had lost a confidante.

“He guided me and had respect for me 
as a leader.  The youths should emulate 
Dr Mudzingwa and should respect 
authority, leadership and above all, you 
should be well disciplined and remain 
united,” said President Tsvangirai.

Hon. Thokozani Khupe, the MDC Vice 
President described Dr. Mudzingwa as 
a “soldier of soldiers”.

“He was a no-nonsense person who 
spoke his mind and who above 
all, wanted a better life for every 
Zimbabwean.  He went to war to liberate 
Zimbabwe and continued fighting after 
independence for real change.  

“His point was that he would not 
rest until Zimbabwe is free and has 
democracy.  He was the foundation 
and pillar of Zimbabwe and the MDC.  
National heroes are not declared by 
political parties or individuals, but are 
declared by their work.

“I want to say sorry to President 
Tsvangirai because you have been 
losing lieutenants, we lost (Mabutweni 

constituency) Senator Gladys Gombami 
in December, Senator Enna Chitsa 
(Masotsaha-Ndlovu) in March and now 
it’s Dr Mudzingwa,” said Hon. Khupe.

Renowned war veteran Wilfred 
Mhanda who was known as Dzinashe 
Machingura during the liberation war 
of Zimbabwe and who fought with 
the late minister from 1975, said Dr. 
Mudzingwa remained a hero even if he 
was not buried at the National Heroes’ 
Acre.

“He represented genuine heroes not fake 
ones.  He was committed to his work 
and was instrumental in establishing 
hospitals during the liberation war 
which were used by freedom fighters.  

His passion was the liberation of the 
people of Zimbabwe and after realising 
that the people’s freedom had not been 
attained after independence he was 
instrumental in the formation of the 
MDC,” said Machingura.

The burial was attended by several 
senior MDC officials, civil society 
members, officials from the Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Unions, the 
Zimbabwe National Chamber of 
Commerce, senior government 

officials and diplomats. Also present 
was the President of the Senate, Edna 
Madzongwe, former Deputy Minister 
of Labour Social Welfare, Hon. Tracy 
Mutinhiri and former Attorney General, 
Andrew Chigovera.

In March 2009, he was nominated 
by President Tsvangirai to be a 
non-constituency senator and in 
the same month was appointed the 
Deputy Minister for Transport and 
Infrastructural Development.  

He started his political career in January 
1960 when he joined the National 
Democratic Party’s Youth Wing, while 
at Fletcher High School in Gweru 
resulting in his expulsion. 

He was former member of Zanu PF and 
ZAPU and underwent military training 
as a guerrilla fighter in Tanzania, 
Mozambique, Zambia and the Soviet 
Union where he trained as a war 
surgeon. 

Senator Mudzingwa was a war veteran 
and during the liberation war, he was a 
member of the ZIPRA High Command 
from 1975 to 1980. He trained as a 
doctor in Hungary in the 1960s. 

He became the first medical doctor to 
receive full military training and to be 
deployed to the front in Zambia and 
Mozambique from 1975 to 1980 when 
Zimbabwe attained its independence. 
During the war, he was responsible for 
setting up health infrastructure such as 
clinics to treat injured fighters.

Dr Mudzingwa was a Retired Colonel 
who served in the Zimbabwe National 
Army from 1980 to 1994. During 
his time with the ZNA, he was 
commander of the Zimbabwe Medical 
Corps and was awarded several 
medals for his service in the army. 
 
From 2000 to 2006, he was the MDC 
Secretary for Health and Security. 
In 2005, he was the MDC candidate 
for Buhera North constituency in the 
Parliamentary election. 

Despite his hectic schedule, as a 
minister and politician, Dr Mudzingwa 
was still a practising medical doctor.

Dr Mudzingwa was a widower and 
leaves behind one son, Garikai who like 
his father is studying medicine.

Real change Hero laid to rest
...thousands of people bid farewell to National Hero, Dr Mudzingwa

For the full list of the MDC National 
Council  Resolutions, go to page 2.

To page 4

The late Dr. Mudzingwa



2 3

AWARE that the entire Zimbabwean 
population and all other democratic 
forces look to the MDC as the central 
engine of Real Change in Zimbabwe, 
the National Council hereby makes 
the following resolutions.

1. ELECTIONS IN ZIMBABWE

1.1 COGNISANT of the insincerity 
of Zanu PF, the lack of paradigm 
shift and its insatiable appetite for 
power manifested by its decisive 
power retention agenda bordering 
on creating an atmosphere of 
pandemonium, panic and uncertainty 
in the body politick of our country,

1.2 RECALLING the humourless 
Zanu PF and President Mugabe’s 
statements calling for elections in 
2012 regardless of the enactment 
of a new Constitution and the 
actualisation of the Roadmap to a 
free, fair, credible and legitimate 
election,

1.3 RECALLING the launch of 
Conditions for a Sustainable Election 
(CoSEZ) on the 8th of March 2012 
and the need for the Zimbabwe 
parties to adhere to the peoples’ 
checklist for a sustainable election 
namely;

i.    Implementation of the GPA and 
all other agreed positions

ii.    Implementation of the post-
Maputo resolutions

iii.    Implementation of the Roadmap

iv.    Implementation of agreed 
positions following the review of the 
GPA in May of 2011

v.    Implementing Regional and 
International Standards

vi.    The Constitution and the 
Constitution-Making Process
vii.    Implementing Legislative 
Reform
viii.    Eradicating political violence

ix. Strengthening Oversight 
Constitutional Commissions

x.    The right to Freedom of 
Association, Assembly and 
Movement

xi. Access to Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act

xii. Presidential Powers (Temporary 
Measures) Act

xiii.    Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC) Staff

xiv.    Amendments to the Electoral 
Law

xv.    Postal and Special Voting

xvi.    A New and Clean Voters Roll

xvii. Fair Delimitation of Constituencies

xviii.    Liberalizing the Media

xix.    Voter Education

xx.    Agreement on the Proclamation 
of Elections 

xxi.    Implementing Measures to end 
Political Violence

xxii.    Election Monitors and Observers

xxiii.    Ensuring the Impartiality of 
Traditional Leaders

xxiv. Impartial Distribution of Food Aid

xxv.  Strengthening the Joint Monitoring 
and Implementation Committee  
(JOMIC)

xxvi. Special Courts of Violence

xxvii. Independent Prosecuting 
Authority 
xxviii.    Security Sector Realignment
1.4    The Party reaffirms its earlier 
resolutions that elections in Zimbabwe 
cannot and will not be called for 
unilaterally by one person or one party 
and that the election in Zimbabwe will 
not be date driven but process driven.

1.5    The Party restates that the date 
for the next election will only be 
determined after the fulfilment of all the 
conditions precedence defined in the 
roadmap including;

1.6    The Party notes that any election 
which does not meet the above 
conditions will be a sham election.

2.    VIOLENCE AND CLOSURE OF 
DEMOCRATIC SPACE

2.1    DISTURBED by the continued 
closure of democratic space in 
Zimbabwe characterised arbitrary and 
wanton arrests of MDC activists, the 
resurgence of politically motivated 
violence against MDC members in 
Sanyati, Mbare, Sunningdale and Zaka 
and the setting up of a base at Kasirisiri 
in Sanyati.

2.2    In addition, the Party notes that 
in March alone over 63 people were 
arrested, assaulted or severely harassed 
by Zanu PF, its infamy Chipangano 
hoodlums and its complicity criminal 
justice system.

2.3    DEEPLY CONCERNED by the 
continued unlawful and politically 
motivated incarceration of the 
MDC Youth Assembly Chairperson 
Solomon Madzore, National Executive 
Member Last Maengahama, Pheneas 
Nhatarikwa, Councillor Tungamirai 
Madzokera, Yvonne Musarurwa, 
Rebecca Mafukeni, Lazarus 
Maengahama, Stanford Maengahama, 
Stanford Mangwiro and others. 
2.4    APPALLED by the racial 
statements by one Tendai Savanhu, the 
political godfather of the Chipangano 

group that he intends to eliminate all 
white people in Zimbabwe.

2.5    The Party therefore demands the 
immediate release of arrested cadres and 
in any event demands the expeditious 
due process with regards to those that 
have been arrested. 

2.6    The MDC calls for the prosecution 
of all those responsible for politically 
motivated violence in accordance with 
the Global Political Agreements 

3. INDIGENIZATION AND 
EMPOWERMENT

3.1    AWARE of Zanu PF machinations 
of asset stripping, looting, patronage, 
clientelism, corruption and self-
aggrandizement euphemistically 
referred to as indigenisation and 
empowerment.

3.2    AWARE of Zanu PF’s enthusiasm 
for destruction and its manoeuvres to 
destroy the Zimbabwe economy through 
this programme of indigenization and 
empowerment.

3.3    DISGUSTED by the Minister 
of Youth, Saviour Kasukuwere’s 
proclamation in the public press on 
Thursday 5 April 2012 in which he 
announced that with immediate effect, 
51 percent of all shareholding in mining 
companies was now vested with the 
State.

3.4    The Party boldly restates that Zanu 
PF’s programme does not comply with 
its own laws and is based on patronage 
and clientelism, is not demand driven 
and in any event is based on a narrow 
model of transferring shares to a few 
black elite that can afford them and 
does not amount to genuine wealth 
creation and distribution to poor people 
of Zimbabwe.
3.5    Furthermore, the MDC restates 
that Kasukuwere’s proclamation is 
null and void and in total breach of the 
Constitution and that Zimbabwe and 
Zimbabweans need jobs, investment 
and upliftment. 

3.6    The Party therefore calls for the 
starting afresh of the whole programme 
and the development of a genuine broad 
based upliftment programme which 
balances the need to attract investment, 
grow the economy and create jobs.

4.    DIAMONDS AND DIAMONDS 
REVENUE

4.1    The party notes with concern the 
day-light looting, robbery, thieving and 
lack of transparency and        
due process in the handling of diamonds 
and diamonds revenue at Chiadzwa.

4.2    The MDC demands that all 
concessions and mining rights should be 
granted on the principle of transparency 
and openness involving public 
auctioning or public tender processes 
to be carried out by an independent 
authority.

Resolutions of the MDC National Council, Harvest House, Harare 12 April 2012
4.3    That the current investors 
at Chiadzwa should comply with 
Zimbabwe’s laws, in particular 
the Zimbabwe Investment Act and 
should make   equity investments and 
contributions to the State, failure of 
which their rights should revert to the 
State. 

4.4    That all income from Chiadzwa 
should be accounted for transparently 
to the State to enable the same to attend 
to capital and recurrent expenditure and 
in particular the adequate remuneration 
of civil servants and the provision of 
drought mitigation grain.

5.    SADC AND DIALOGUE IN 
ZIMBABWE

5.1    APPRECIATING the role of all 
SADC leaders in finding sustainable 
solutions to the Zimbabwe crisis 
particularly President Zuma and 
his Facilitation Team for remaining 
engaged with the crisis in Zimbabwe.

5.2    TAKING NOTE of SADC 
important resolutions on Zimbabwe 
reached in Maputo, Livingstone, 
Sandton and Luanda.

5.3    However, the Party notes the slow 
pace of movement and urges SADC 
to urgently appoint the three person 
committee from the SADC Organ 
Troika to work with Jomic and also to 
ensure that dialogue on the roadmap is 
concluded.

5.4    The Party expresses its 
disappointment with the slow and the 
non-implementation of the GPA, the 
post Maputo agreement and agreed 
portions of the roadmap and the Review 
Document and urges the urgent creation 
of an implementation and oversight 
mechanism, inside government and 
within SADC.

6.    DROUGHT AND DROUGHT 
MITIGATION

6.1    NOTING the drought and lack of 
food emanating from poor and erratic 
rainfall across Zimbabwe.

6.2    RECOGNIZING the existence 
of vulnerable people in the country in 
particular in the communal areas and 
therefore accepts that Government must 
support these vulnerable people.

6.3    DISTURBED by the slow pace in 
the distribution of food-aid, the looting 
of the same by Cabinet Ministers and 
politicization of the Government’s 
Grain Loan Scheme by Zanu PF in 
direct contradiction to the dictates of 
the GPA.

6.4    The MDC calls on Government to 
issue a proclamation declaring drought a 
State disaster to allow for the provision 
of food-aid to reduce vulnerability in 
communities and households. 

7.    CONSOLING AND SALUTING 
THE PEOPLE OF MALAWI

7.1    DEEPLY SADDENED by the 
untimely death of His Excellency 
President Bingu Wa Mutharika.

7.2    RECALLING President 
Bingu Wa Mutharika’s wise counsel 
and remarkable efforts in finding 
solutions to the Zimbabwe political 
crisis. 

7.3    The MDC congratulates Her 
Excellency Madam Joyce Hilda 
Banda on her ascension to the post of 
President of the Republic of Malawi 
and takes. 

7.4    In this regard, the MDC joins 
SADC and the African Union in 
saluting the people of Malawi 
for ensuring an orderly transition 
by adhering to the Constitution 
particularly the army for not 
intervening in political processes.

8.    CONGRATULATING THE 
PEOPLE OF SENEGAL

8.1    RECALLING the recently held 
elections in Senegal which were 
conducted in a free and fair manner.

8.2    The MDC congratulates the 
people of Senegal for conducting 
their elections in a peaceful 
manner and salute former President 
Abdoulaye Wade for graciously 
conceding defeat and ceding power 
peacefully ensuring an orderly 
transition. 

8.3    The MDC congratulates His 
Excellency President Macky Sall 
on his election as the president 
of Senegal and wish him and the 
Senegalese people well.

9.    CONDEMNING THE COUP 
IN MALI

9.1    DISTURBED by the 
unconstitutional removal of an 
elected government of President 
Amadou Toumani Toure in Mali 
through a military coup by junior 
soldiers led by one Captain Amadou 
Sanogo.

9.2    CONCERNED by the fact 
that military coups militate against 
democracy and democratization, 
are a reversal of gains by the Africa 
Union to inculcate a culture of 
democracy and development in 
Africa.

9.3    SALUTES the Economic 
Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) particularly President 
Alassane Ouattara of Ivory Coast for 
his leadership and for acting swiftly 
to impose comprehensive sanctions 
on the military junta and the latter’s 
decision to cede power.

The people’s struggle for real change 
- Let’s finish it!!!

Harare - The MDC is committed to 
delivering a new, democratic Zimbabwe 
that  guarantees women’s equal access 
to education, health, food, employment 
and equal participation in decision 
making positions.

Hon Khupe, the MDC vice President 
said the role played by women in 
parliament during the constitution 
making process was quite significant.

“Globally, Zimbabwe is ranked 76 in 
regards to women’s representation in 
governance and that the talk of women’s 

rights and equal representation have 
been a topical issue for over a decade,” 
Hon Khupe said.

She was speaking during the launch of 
the Group of 20 held at a local hotel 
held under the theme, ‘Mapping our 
Future as Zimbabwean Women’.

The Group of 20 (G20) was formed 
by the three political parties in the 
coalition government to monitor the 
mainstreaming of gender equality in the 
constitution-making.

Hon Theresa Makone, the Women’s 
Assembly Chairperson said the Party  
celebrated the work done by the women 
members of parliament, women’s 
rights organisations, traditional leaders 
and civic society to ensure women’s 
participation, representation as well 
as ensuring that women’s issues, 
concerns and development priorities 
were addressed during the constitution 
making process.

Hon. Makone said: “Women in political 
parties are key and central to effective 

initiatives towards equal participation in 
decision making positions. Challenges 
being experienced by Zimbabwe’s  
women in politics are common and there 
is need for women to work together in 
their diversity to speak with one voice 
towards 50% representation of women 
in decision making positions, access 
to economic resources, employment 
opportunities, education and property 
ownership.”

The MDC women Ministers and 
Members of Parliament including Hons. 
Masaiti, Kore, Sibanda, Chabuka, 
Mlilo, Ncube, Matamisa and Minister 
Holland attended the meeting.

The MDC is ready to govern and is the 
only party that can guarantee women’s 
equality and gender justice society. 
As the Independence Day comes, the 
Assembly of Women wishes Zimbabwe 
a happy Independence Anniversary 
and urges all citizens to work hard to 
complete the struggle for solidarity, 
justice, equality, liberty, freedom, 
transparency, humility and obedience in 
leadership.

On 10 April 2012, Zimbabweans woke 
up to the news that one of Zimbabwe’s 
gallant liberation war heroes, Senator 
Tichaona Mudzingwa, the Deputy 
Minister of Transport and Infrastructural 
Development and former MDC Secretary 
for Defence and Home Affairs had died. 
Senator Mudzingwa died at the Avenues 
Clinic in Harare after a short illness.  He 
was 69.

Dr Mudzingwa was a medical doctor and 
Zimbabwe’s first specialist war surgeon. 
The late Deputy Minister of Transport 
and Infrastructural Development started 
his political career in January 1960 
when he joined the National Democratic 
Party’s Youth Wing, while at Fletcher 
High School in Gweru, resulting in his 
expulsion. 

He was a former member of Zanu and 
ZAPU and underwent military training 
as a guerrilla fighter in Tanzania, 
Mozambique, Zambia and the Soviet 
Union where he trained as a war surgeon.
Dr Mudzingwa was denied national hero 
status and was buried at Glen Forest 
Memorial Park in Harare on 15 April 
2012.

When Dr Mudzingwa’s history is told, 
most people are left without question 
that this is a man who deserved to be 
at the National Heroes Acre. Yes, at the 
National Heroes Acre among the likes 
of Josiah Magama Tongogara, Joshua 

Nkomo, Alfred Nikita Mangena, Herbert 
Chitepo, Eddison Zvobgo and General 
Solomon Mujuru.

Yet Zanu PF chose to ignore the 
contribution of Senator Mudzingwa to 
national cause. This, because he joined 
the Movement for Democratic Change in 
furtherance of the principles of the war of 
liberation which the Zanu PF government 
decided to renege on. 

As one speaker at Dr Mudzingwa’s burial 
rightly pointed out, we will be fooling 
ourselves to call an elephant a mouse. 
The elephant will not become a mouse 
just because we have not recognised it is 
an elephant. Neither will we take away 
what makes it an elephant because of 
our perception. No-one will, therefore, 
withhold Dr Mudzingwa’s hero status.

Our culture compels us to forgive one 
when he or she passes on but Zanu PF 
chose to ignore that. The party’s senior 
members chose not to attend Mudzingwa’s 
burial as if they did not know him. Not 
even Nicholas Goche found it within his 
heart to pay his last respects to his deputy 
whom he had worked with for more than 
three years. This is politics taken too far, 
I think.

Given the colourful liberation war 
history and ministerial position of Dr 
Mudzingwa, one would have expected a 
full house at his funeral. The country’s 

senior politicians and service chiefs 
should have honoured him basing on his 
achievements.

Robert Mugabe and his politburo, who 
hold the key to the National Heroes 
Acre, were conspicuous by their absence. 
So was Deputy Prime Minister Arthur 
Mutambara.  The Commander of the 
Defence Forces, Constantine Chiwenga, 
Army Commander, Valerio Sibanda, 
Police Commissioner Augustine 
Chihuri, CIO’s Happyton Bonyongwe 
and Commissioner of Prisons, Paradzai 
Zimondi are all war veterans but they 
decided to shun their own. 

The good thing, though is that genuine 
war veterans who fought and continue to 
fight for the liberation of Zimbabwe, were 
with Senator Mudzingwa to the end. 

Another good thing is that we all die. Not 
declaring Senator Mudzingwa a national 
hero does not make him worse off, it does 
however make those who did not declare 
him a hero look foolish.

Who can be a better hero than Senator 
Mudzingwa. Is it Border Gezi, Herbert 
Ushewekunze or Morris Nyagumbo all 
of whom are laid at the national shrine? 
Or is it Garikai Magadzire who earned his 
place at the National Heroes Acre by what 
was merely described in his obituary as 
contributing to ‘national development’.

What better way is there to contribute to 
national development than the sacrifice 
made by Dr Mudzingwa. Senator 
Mudzingwa was a war veteran and during 
the liberation war, he was a member of 
the ZIPRA High Command from 1975 to 
1980. He trained as a medical doctor in 
Hungary in the 1960s. 

He became the first medical doctor to 
receive full military training and to be 
deployed to the front in Zambia and 
Mozambique from 1975 to 1980 when 
Zimbabwe attained its independence. 
During the war, he was responsible for 
setting up health infrastructure such as 
clinics to treat injured fighters.

Dr Mudzingwa was also a Retired Colonel 
who served in the Zimbabwe National 
Army from 1980 to 1994. During his 
time with the ZNA, he was commander 
of the Zimbabwe Medical Corps and was 
awarded several medals for his service in 
the army. So, what national development 
does Robert Mugabe require?

A result-oriented, humble but frank cadre, 
Senator Mudzingwa was still a practising 
medical doctor by the time of his death.

One angry Zimbabwean once remarked:

“Ladies and gentlemen, when we finally 
get independent, we will exhume some of 
those dubious Mugabe bootlickers who 
are laid at the national shrine.”

I reserve my comment although when 
Mugabe decided not to honour his 
liberation war ally, Senator Mudzingwa 
as a national hero, questions are rekindled 
on who is a national hero. What is a 
hero? How is hero status conferred? Who 
confers hero status? And a myriad of 
other questions!

According to one definition, “A hero is a 
man of distinguished courage or ability, 
admired for his brave deeds and noble 
qualities.” 

That being the case, indeed Senator 
Mudzingwa was a hero. 

Notwithstanding what Zanu PF thinks, 
Dr Mudzingwa was a hero. A hero who 
deserved Zimbabwe’s greatest owner. 
Although his body may not be among the 
likes of Herbert Ushewokunze, Sidney 
Malunga, Rwizi Grafton Ziyenge, Rekayi 
Tangwena, Christopher Ushewokunze 
and Edgar Tekere, his spirit is amongst 
the best liberation war heroes the country 
has ever produced.

The dead have died. So, among the 
living Zimbabweans, who will declare 
Zimbabwe’s heroes? Is it Joseph 
Chinotimba, Phillip Chiyangwa, Saviour 
Kasukuwere or Robert Mugabe? Your 
guess is as good as mine.

Who is a hero? Can a true hero stand up?
By Hwesa Yamakoni

Dr.Mudzingwa’s burial in pictures...

Troubled Zanu PF officials have deployed soldiers 
across the country where they are engaged in the 
party’s factional politics and are causing confusion 
to the already chaotic Zanu PF restructuring 
process.

As a result a Zanu PF member of the Central 
Committee, Victor Matemadanda has appealed 
to Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF) commander, 
Constantine Chiwenga, to remove soldiers in the 
Midlands province who are meddling in Zanu PF 
politics.

Senior Zanu PF officials are eager to put their 
loyalists in strategic positions during the District 
Coordinating Committee elections in order to 
position themselves in the race to succeed its aging 
leader Robert Mugabe and to safeguard themselves 
in the next Zanu PF primary elections.

In a letter addressed to Chiwenga, Matemadanda 
complained about the deployment of several 
senior army and Air Force of Zimbabwe officers in 
Midlands province, particularly in Gokwe.

Matemadanda wrote that the army officers were 
engaged in factional politics despite concerted 
efforts by him and other members for them to 
refrain from such activities which have “brewed 
a harbinger of discord, minefield of cracks and 
serious discontent within the rank and file ahead of 
any forthcoming internal assignments”.
 
Matemadanda, a known loyalist of the faction 
led by Defence minister Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
called for the removal of the soldiers before they 

caused further chaos. In Mashonaland West, John 
Mafa, who Zanu PF’s provincial chairperson, as 
well as head of the Joint Monitoring Committee 
(Jomic) confirmed that there were reports of 
soldiers being deployed in the area.

Mafa said complaints have been raised saying that 
the soldiers recently assaulted residents in Magunje 
and Norton.

“There are cases of violence involving soldiers,” 
he said. 

In other parts of the country, there are similar 
reports of chaotic scenes. In Manicaland province, 
Zanu PF’s DCC elections were nullified in 
Makoni district where the party’s secretary for 
administration Didymus Mutasa was accused of 
imposing candidates.
 
There was chaos in Mutare on Saturday after some 
party members were breathing fire, accusing the 
provincial executive of trying to impose candidates 
in Mutare and Zimunya Marange.

There were attempts to block Harare-based chicken 
farmer Jonathan Kadzura from contesting the 
Mutare West constituency which is being eyed by, 
Chris Mushowe.

In Midlands there were reports that DCC 
election results were nullified in Gweru and 
Zvishavane due to imposition of candidates. 

Army deployed to monitor 
Zanu PF’s chaotic DCC elections

A new Zimbabwe imminent: MDC women
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Bulawayo High Court judge, Justice 
Maphios Cheda has ordered the 
immediate dismissal of five Zanu 
PF losing candidates in the 2008 
elections who were appointed by 
Local Government, Urban and Rural 
Development minister, Ignatious 
Chombo, as special interest councillors 
in the Matobo Rural Council in 
Matebeleland South. 

Justice Cheda last week granted an 
order to six Matobo villagers who 
lodged an urgent High Court chamber 
application seeking the dismissal of 
Chombo’s appointees.

However, in a hearing held last week, 
Chombo, through his representative 
Khonzani Ncube who is Bulawayo 
provincial administrator, denied 
that he had appointed the Zanu PF 
losing candidates as special interest 
councillors.

Chombo further professed ignorance 
about a letter he wrote to the Matobo 
council directing it to install the 
councillors. The letter written in 
February directed the local authority 
to install Never Khanye, Jane Phuthi, 
Pilate Dube, Sithembile Ndlovu and 
Sanders Siziba as special interest 
councillors.

Khanye is an aspiring Zanu PF legislator 
for Matobo constituency, Phuthi is a 

Zanu PF central committee member 
and Dube is the party’s losing candidate 
in Ward 28 council elections in 2008. 
Ndlovu and Siziba lost to the MDC in 
the 2008 parliamentary elections.

The letter in question came under 
focus during the hearing after Ncube 
kept denying knowledge of it. Justice 
Cheda granted an order reversing the 
appointments with immediate effect. 

The Matobo RDC was represented 
by its chief executive Ernest Ndlovu 
and chairperson Watchy Sibanda. Six 
Matobo villagers, Garikai Dhliwayo, 
Henry Ncube, Themba Dube, Priscilla 
Sibanda, Morinah Sibanda and Gladys 
Ncube had challenged the appointments 
at the High Court after describing them 
as illegal and an attempt to disturb 
council operations.

The MDC position is that Chombo 
is using the provision on special 
interest councillors to dilute MDC-
led urban councils by appointing 
Zanu PF functionaries. According to 
the Urban Councils Act, appointed 
councillors are entitled to participate in 
council business and perform the same 
functions as elected councillors. 

The MP for Buhera Central, Hon. 
Tangwara Matimba last month moved 
a motion on the Urban Councils 
Amendment Bill. The Urban Councils 

Amendment Bill will revoke the power 
presently held by the Minister to appoint 
non-voting members of municipal and 
town councils “to represent special 
interests”. 

Most of the special interests councillors 
appointed by Chombo are losing Zanu 
PF candidates in the 2008 elections.

The Bill proposes the abolition of the 
Minister’s powers (1) to give policy 
directions to a council; (2) to order a 
council to reverse, suspend or rescind 
resolutions and other council actions; 
(3) to order a council to make certain 
by-laws or to adopt model by-laws; 
(4) to order two or more councils to 
combine to provide services jointly; 
(5) to veto proposed council by-laws 
-- instead he will be limited to asking 
a council to reconsider by-laws on 
strictly limited grounds. 

Several senior Zanu PF officials 
have been sucked into a gold scam 
in Kwekwe with the officials fighting 
over the mineral claims.

Information obtained indicates that 
Zanu PF officials entered into illegal 
gold mining deals with a businessman, 
Lee Waverly John.

John was arrested last week and 
granted a US$5 000 bail at the Harare 
Magistrates’ Courts.

Those implicated in the gold scam 
are; retired Air Vice Marshal, Henry 
Muchena; Zanu PF Buhera North MP, 
William Mutomba; former labour 
minister, July Moyo; former Zhombe 
MP, Daniel McKenzie Ncube; Zanu 
PF Midlands provincial security 
officer, Owen “Mudha” Ncube; and  a 
Gweru politician, Smiley Dube.

The Zanu PF politicians are also 
threatening workers employed at the 
Kwekwe Consolidated Gold Mines 
(KCGM) which is owned by John so 
that they benefit.  The workers have 
since reported the threats to the police.
The chairperson of the KCGM 
Workers Trust, Cleopas Chipangura, 

said that the country’s gold was 
being looted from the area since 
2002 when declarations were last 
made to government.
 
“The Zanu PF politicians are 
scrambling for the gold. There is a 
lot of corruption even among Zanu 
PF ministers and now we have had 
enough. We are prepared to die,” said 
Chipangura.

In January this year, several senior 
Zanu PF officials were implicated in 
another gold scam after a gold rush 
hit Kwekwe following the discovery 
of the mineral at Sherwood Block.
 
The Sherwood Block is now 
registered under Cornelius Mpereri, 
a close ally of Zanu PF’s Emmerson 
Mnangagwa.
 
“Only the residents of Midlands will 
be allowed to enter the fields and 
they will do so through Zanu PF 
structures. Those that are not known 
within the party will not have access 
and those from outside the Midlands 
will not be allowed here,” Mudha 
said while addressing Zanu PF 
supporters recently.

Zanu PF’s bigwigs caught in Kwekwe gold scam

High Court dismisses Chombo’s special interest councillors

The MDC has said it notes with 
great concern the release on bail by 
the High Court of six police officers 
who are facing serious murder 
charges after they fatally assaulted a 
mineworker in Shamva last month. 
 
“What is of grave worry to the MDC 
is that the same courts have denied 
granting bail to 29 MDC members 
who are facing false charges of 
murdering a police officer in Glen 
View, Harare last year in May,” 
the MDC said in a statement.  
 
The party said most of the MDC 
members have been in remand 
for nearly a year in very appalling 
conditions of overcrowding, 
inadequate food and sanitary 
facilities as the High Court through 
Justice Chinembiri Bhunu denies 
them bail.
 
“Their continued incarceration 
is a well-orchestrated political 
persecution and victimisation of the 
MDC and its members.
 

“What we find unusual is that the 
same High Court on Thursday 
this week, granted a mere US$50 
bail to the Shamva police officers 
who abused their powers as public 
officers and assaulted mineworkers 
at Ashley mine, fatally assaulting 
Luxmore Chivambo,” the MDC said. 
 
As the MDC, our position is that 
Zimbabwe is expected to deliver 
democracy, full freedom for all, 
equality before the law and justice at 
individual level.  It must help to ensure 
that all public officials appreciate that, 
in a democratic society, government 
must please the people – not the 
other way round.  Clearly the justice  
system is not doing this now 
and it is must be transformed. 
 
Thursday events are clearly a travesty 
to the delivery of justice in the country. 
 
The  MDC finds it ridiculous that innocent 
people like the 29 MDC members 
are denied their right to freedom 
for a year while police officers who 
committed murder in front of hundreds 

of eyewitnesses are granted bail after 
only one week in remand prison. 
As the MDC, we stand by our members 
as they have no case to answer and 
are only being persecuted for fighting 
for real change in Zimbabwe. 
  
However, the continued persecution 
of the MDC members has now reached 
alarming and ridiculous levels and is 
raising a lot of unnecessary eyebrows, 
which are detrimental to the good 
health of the inclusive government. 
 
We find it unnecessary the charade 
that the Attorney General and his 
officers are playing under the guise 
of public prosecution on charges 
which they know in their hearts 
that they have no credible evidence. 
 
As the MDC, we are against the State 
and the judiciary’s manoeuvres in 
continuing to imprison, persecute 
and harass innocent and peace loving 
Zimbabweans whose only crimes 
are to be members of a political 
party that is fighting to bring about 
democratisation to Zimbabwe.

Persecution gone too far
“The MDC boldly restates that Zanu PF’s 
programme does not comply with its 
own laws and is based on patronage and 
clientelism, is not demand driven and in 
any event, is based on a narrow model of 
transferring shares to a few black elite that 
can afford them and does not amount to 
genuine wealth creation and distribution 
to poor people of Zimbabwe,” the Council 
said.

“The MDC restates that Kasukuwere’s 
proclamation is null and void and in 
total breach of the Constitution and that 
Zimbabwe and Zimbabweans need jobs, 
investment and upliftment. 

“The Party therefore calls for the starting 
afresh of the whole programme and the 
development of a genuine broad based 
upliftment programme which balances 
the need to attract investment, grow the 
economy and create jobs,” the National 
Council said.

On diamonds the MDC National 
Council said it noted with concern 
the day-light looting, robbery, 
thieving and lack of transparency and         
due process in the handling of diamonds 
and diamonds revenue at Chiadzwa.

“The MDC demands that all concessions 
and mining rights should be granted 
on the principle of transparency and 
openness involving public auctioning or 
public tender processes to be carried out 
by an independent authority.”

The MDC joins the people of Zimbabwe 
in commemorating the countryís 32nd 
independence anniversary.

As a party, the MDC values and 
cherishes the countryís hard-won 
independence. 

The MDC respects and holds in the 
highest esteem Zimbabwe’s national 
days, national institutions as well as the 
country’s symbols and reflects upon our 
gallant sons and daughters who lost limb 
and life so that the people of Zimbabwe 
in their diversity could pursue their 
ideas in an environment of freedom, 
hope, love, peace and harmony.

However, we note with sadness how 
this important national day has been 
corrupted by Zanu PF in blatant 
disregard of the spirit of those who 
sacrificed and died for this country. 

Zanu PF has always used this important 
national day to insult, degrade and 
demean fellow Zimbabweans who 
belong to different political persuasions. 
This attitude is a negation of the shared 
spirit of our heroes and heroines.

It is a shame that Zanu PF has abused 
this great national day to demote and 
capsize national interests in favour of 
parochial and populist partisan pursuits. 

This great day belongs to all of us and 
not Zanu PF alone. 

Independence Day is greater 
than individual political parties.  
Independence Day is a national 
day whose celebration must reflect 
togetherness and the diversity of our 
cultural and political ethos. 

We note with concern that as we 
celebrate this day, there is wanton 
increase of political violence and arrests 
of MDC and civic society members 
across the country.
 
In March 2012 alone, over 63 people 
were harassed and severely assaulted 

by the Chipangano hoodlums and 
ultimately arrested by the partisan 
police force under Augustine Chihuri.
We also note with concern the abuse 
of the judicial system in denying bail 
to 29 MDC members who are facing 
fabricated murder charges while police 
officers in Shamva who murdered a 
person for a dollar are walking the 
streets on $50 bail.  

As a result, we must use this great 
day to seriously reflect on whether 
Zimbabweís independence has come 
with the requisite freedoms and 
democracy that the gallant sons and 
daughters of the nation fought for. 

Are we really free as a nation to 
subscribe to the economic, social and 
political pursuits of our choice? Are we 
free to move, assemble and say what 
we want with neither fear nor concern? 
Does our situation justify the blood of 
our gallant sons and daughters who lost 
limb and life so that future generations 
could live freely again?

These are the hard questions we must 
answer as we celebrate this yearís 

Independence Day. We must as a nation 
ask ourselves whether this great day 
is all about the interests of one party 
or the interests of the generality of 
Zimbabweans in their diversity. 

We must take the opportunity of this 
year’s Independence Day to recommit 
ourselves and fortify our belief in the 
struggle for real change. We must 
recommit ourselves to recovering the 
lost ideals of our liberation struggle and 
the true meaning of independence.

Zimbabweans want a break from the 
past. They want to embrace a future 
full of hope, love, dignity, prosperity, 
freedom and security. 

The people of Zimbabwe, above all, 
want this great nation to celebrate 
its diversity if the spirits of Mbuya 
Nehanda, Sekuru Kaguvi, Lobengula, 
Josiah Tongogara, Solomon Mujuru, 
Welshman Mabhena, Ruth Chinamano, 
Tichaona Mudzingwa, Jason Ziyapapa 
Moyo and Mama Mafuyana are to truly 
rest in eternal peace.

MDC celebrates Independence Day

National Council 
reprimands Zanu PF
From page 1


